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Background 

In Australia, researchers have found that 
Indigenous people are more likely to be 
negatively impacted by natural hazards.  

Despite this growing challenge, there is a 
lack of research examining the experiences 
of Indigenous peoples – individuals, 
families, communities, and First Nations – 
during times of major disasters. National 
Indigenous Disaster Resilience (NIDR) seeks 
to investigate the experiences of 
Indigenous peoples and communities 
before, during and after major disasters 
through the project, Foundations in 
Indigenous Disaster Resilience (Foundations 
project).  

The Foundations project has been 
developed in response to the growing 
recognition of the disproportionate impacts 
that natural hazards, including bushfires, 
floods, cyclones, heatwaves, rising oceans 

and more are having, and will continue to 
have, on Indigenous peoples and 
communities. 

Project description 

This project aims to create an ecosystem of 
authoritative knowledge and practical 
guidance to better support Indigenous 
peoples and communities to strengthen 
their resilience while creating lasting 
change in the structures, institutions and 
processes of emergency management and 
disaster resilience.  

The project aims to record the experiences 
of Indigenous communities before, during 
and after major disasters, promote 
Indigenous leadership in disaster response, 
recovery and resilience and develop a suite 
of resources to strengthen Indigenous 
Disaster Resilience in Australia.



 

© Natural Hazards Research Australia, 2024 
Disclaimer: 

Natural Hazards Research Australia advise that the information contained in 
this publication comprises general statements based on scientific research. 
The reader is advised and needs to be aware that such information may be 
incomplete or unable to be used in any specific situation. No reliance or 
actions must therefore be made on that information without seeking prior 
expert professional, scientific and technical advice. To the extent permitted by 
law, Natural Hazards Research Australia (including its employees and 
consultants) exclude all liability to any person for any consequences, including 
but not limited to all losses, damages, costs, expenses and any other 
compensation, arising directly or indirectly from using this publication (in part 
or in whole) and any information or material contained in it. 

 All material in this document, except as identified below, is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial 4.0 International Licence. 

Material not licensed under the Creative Commons licence:  

→ Natural Hazards Research Australia logo 
→ Any other logos 
→ All photographs, graphics and figures 

All content not licenced under the Creative Commons  
licence is all rights reserved. Permission must be sought  
from the copyright owner to use this material. 

 

Intended outcomes 

The project aims to deliver the following 
outcomes: 

● An evidence-based framework for 
guiding Indigenous disaster 
resilience policy and practice across 
Australia 

● New evidence and authoritative 
guidance as a knowledge base 
regarding Indigenous peoples and 
disaster resilience 

● An Indigenous disaster resilience 
Community of Practice 

● Resources to support Indigenous 
communities and organisations to 
acknowledge and enhance 
Indigenous leadership and disaster 
resilience 

● Culturally safe, healing-centred and 
trauma-informed methodology for 
engaging with Indigenous peoples 
impacted by disaster, to be used by 
communities and emergency 
management personnel, to 
improve processes and experiences 
of disasters. 

● A published handbook guide on 
Indigenous disaster resilience  

Translation and 
implementation potential 

Through the delivery of key outputs such as 
the National Framework and handbook 
guide, the project aims to celebrate and 
promote Indigenous leadership, and create 
lasting change in the structures, 
institutions, and processes of emergency 
management and disaster resilience, across 
Australia. 

 

For full project details head to: https://www.naturalhazards.com.au/research/research-
projects/foundations-indigenous-disaster-resilience  
Or contact Nicola.Moore@naturalhazards.com.au 
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